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REMINISCENCES OF WINFIELD S. HANCOCK.
upon the conclusion of this address, to await further orders from Washington. These soon came, enabling General Hancock to repair at once to his home in New York after a short absence, as he predicted would be the result before parting from me.e and give an opinion in ignorance of the facts ? That cannot be the wish of anybody. I take it for granted that the trial at St. Louis will be fair as well as legal, and that the judgment will be according to the very truth and justice of the cause. It will without question be binding and conclusive upon us, upon the Government, upon the accused, and upon all the world. If he should be convicted, no decision of ours could rescue him out of the hands of the law. If he be acquitted, our belief in his innocence will be of no consequence. If we anticipate the trial in the Civil court, our judgment, whether for the accused or against him, will have, and ought to have, no effect upon the jurors. It cannot even be made known to them, and any attempt to influence them by it would justly be regarded as an obstruction of public justice. On the other hand, his guilt and his acquittal will relieve him from the necessity of showing anything but the record.
